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Campbell Crime and Justice Group Steering Committee
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In attendance:

Steering Committee

David Farrington, Cambridge University, UK (Co-Chair)

Peter Grabosky, Australian National University, Australia

Martin Killias, University of Zurich, Switzerland

Peter van der Laan, NSCR, The Netherlands

Jerry Lee, Jerry Lee Foundation, USA

Friedrich Lösel, Cambridge University, UK

David Weisburd, Hebrew University, Israel (Co-Chair)

David Wilson, George Mason University, USA (Editor-in-Chief)

Invited Guests
Gerben Bruinsma, NSCR, The Netherlands

Patrick Clark, National Institute of Justice, USA

Thomas Feucht, National Institute of Justice, USA

Charlotte Gill, University of Pennsylvania, USA (Coordinator/Managing Editor)

Sharon Panulla, Springer Publishing, USA

Andrew Richman, Matrix Research and Consulting, UK

Phyllis Schultze, Rutgers University, USA

Welmoed Spahr, Springer Publishing, USA

Brandon Welsh, University of Massachusetts Lowell, USA (Reporter)

1. Welcome and Introductions
David Farrington welcomed everyone to the fourteenth meeting of the Campbell Crime and Justice Group (CCJG) Steering Committee.  Committee members Ulla Bondeson (University of Copenhagen, Denmark), Vicente Garrido (University of Valencia, Spain), Jacqueline Mallender (Matrix Research and Consulting, UK), Jonathan Shepherd (University of Wales College of Medicine, UK), Lawrence Sherman (University of Pennsylvania, USA), Chuen-Jim Sheu (National Central Police University, Taiwan), Richard Tremblay (University of Montreal, Canada), and Hiroshi Tsutomi (University of Shizuoka, Japan) sent their regrets on not being able to attend the meeting.

The Committee welcomed Gerben Bruinsma (NSCR, The Netherlands), Thomas Feucht and Patrick Clark (both of the National Institute of Justice, USA), Phyllis Schultze (Rutgers University, USA), Andrew Richman (Matrix Research and Consulting, UK), and Welmoed Spahr and Sharon Panulla (both of Springer Publishing, USA).

2. Minutes from the Last Meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee on June 18, 2006, in Stockholm, Sweden, were adopted.

3. AIR and Central Campbell Issues
David Weisburd reviewed AIR’s relationship with the Campbell Collaboration, including infrastructure and funding.  It was noted that Phil Davies (Oxford University, UK) had been appointed as the Director of the Campbell initiative at AIR.  David Weisburd, Jerry Lee, and Lawrence Sherman had discussions with Phil Davies about the needs of the CCJG.  One of the key issues raised was the copyright of completed reviews, which might become part of a commercial library of reviews similar to the one set up by the Cochrane Collaboration.

Members agreed that they did not wish to relinquish the copyright of completed CCJG reviews, which might prevent authors from publishing articles or other scholarly works out of their reviews.  It was suggested that the copyright of reviews be held by the specific review groups of C2.  It was also suggested that any monies generated from the sale of CCJG reviews should be allocated to the CCJG.

On the matter of AIR providing funding for CCJG activities, Committee members discussed a number of proposals.  Some of the proposals included the continuation of the monetary incentives for authors to complete reviews and payment for research assistants to aid with completing selected reviews.  Larry Sherman (via Jerry Lee) recommended that an information mapped synopsis for every new review should be made freely available.  Funding for Steering Committee meetings was also needed.  David Weisburd reminded members that the Jerry Lee Foundation presently pays for the Managing Editor position along with other CCJG activities, including the annual Jerry Lee Crime Prevention Symposium.  It was agreed that Jerry Lee, David Weisburd, and David Wilson would meet with Phil Davies to discuss possible funding avenues.

4. Need for an Information Specialist
David Weisburd updated Committee members about the need for review titles to be reviewed by an information specialist.  Members agreed that an information specialist needs to be consulted on every review and that this should be done at the protocol stage.  Phyllis Schultze informed members about some of the key details involved in information retrieval applied to systematic reviews.  The Committee agreed that an information specialist should be a member of the CCJG Steering Committee.  The Committee unanimously agreed that Phyllis Schultze be invited to become a member.  A vote was then taken in her absence and upon her return she graciously accepted to serve in this capacity.  However, it was noted that funding would be needed to support attendance at Steering Committee meetings.

5. Progress Report on Current CCJG Reviews
Charlotte Gill and David Wilson reported on the status of CCJG reviews through October 31, 2006.  (Committee members received a handout titled “Report on the Status of Titles, Protocols and Reviews.”)  The main points about the progress of CCJG reviews include:

· 6 reviews have been published.

· 5 reviews are being revised with external critiques completed.

· 1 review is seeking external readers.

· 5 reviews are being revised before seeking external readers.

· 3 reviews are in progress but no protocol has been submitted.

· 4 protocols have been approved but the review has not been submitted.

· 3 protocols are being revised with external critiques completed.

· 4 protocols are being revised before seeking external readers.

· 2 protocols are seeking external readers.

In summary, 6 reviews have been published, 14 reviews are in progress, 13 protocols are in progress, 8 titles are in progress, and there are 5 inactive titles.

6. Expediting the Refereeing Process
Jerry Lee reiterated his interest, as well as the interest of the full Committee, in having 30 published CCJG reviews before the end of next year.  Martin Killias recommended that each completed review include the timeframe of the searches that were carried out.  As some incomplete reviews are currently being updated, this may allow for more reviews to be categorized as “published.”  Further discussed was the matter of updating reviews upon their completion and the need to expand the network of reviewers.  Where reviews had been published in the Journal of Experimental Criminology (JEC), it was considered that the JEC referees could be used.
7. Consideration of New Titles

It was discussed and agreed that there would be a “call for new titles.”  An advertisement will be placed in the Journal of Experimental Criminology and the American Society of Criminology’s The Criminologist as well as on the CCJG website.  Upon receipt of proposals for new titles these will be discussed at the next meeting of the CCJG.  Charlotte Gill, David Wilson, and David Weisburd agreed to write up a “call for new titles” and place these in the above outlets.  New titles discussed included something on gangs, with George Tita (University of California Irvine, USA) being mentioned as a possible author, and human trafficking.

8. Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and Law Enforcement (NSCR)
Gerben Bruinsma, the Director of NSCR, updated Committee members on the activities of the Institute.  At present, the Institute has three major research themes: the geography of crime; citizens and the criminal justice system; and developmental and criminal career research.  He expressed an interest in the Institute conducting systematic reviews on criminological interventions and entertained a proposal to suggest new review titles.

9. Funding
David Farrington opened by thanking all of the funders for their financial support of the CCJG.

(a) US National Institute of Justice (NIJ): Thomas Feucht updated Committee members on NIJ’s continued interest in supporting systematic reviews conducted by the CCJG.  He noted that it is possible that discretionary funds may become available in February 2007.  He emphasized that results of systematic reviews need to be disseminated to practitioners and policymakers.

David Weisburd spoke about a proposal that he submitted to NIJ.  The proposal asks that funding be provided for three or four review titles and that these reviews be fast-tracked (completed within one year).  David Weisburd and the other Committee members thanked NIJ for their continued interest in supporting the work of the CCJG.

Patrick Clark noted that there would be a special panel at the NIJ annual conference on the work of the CCJG.

(b) UK National Policing Improvement Agency: David Farrington updated Committee members on the prospect of funding from the National Policing Improvement Agency, which will be officially launched in April 2007.  Peter Neyroud, the Agency’s Director, will be meeting with David Farrington and Friedrich Lösel on November 24, 2006, at the Institute of Criminology at Cambridge University.

(c) Discussions with other funding agencies: Martin Killias informed Committee members that the Swiss National Research Council may be interested to support the efforts of the CCJG, including systematic reviews and core activities.

10. Office of Community-Oriented Policing Services
David Weisburd updated Committee members on the interest expressed by the US Office of Community-Oriented Policing Services, also known as COPS, in preparing “research in briefs” (RIBS) of CCJG reviews.  They have selected three reviews so far: police-led drug enforcement strategies, strategies for reducing illegal possession and carrying of firearms, and neighborhood watch.  It was agreed that Matthew Schneider, the Director of this project, be invited to the next meeting of the CCJG.

11. Report on Recent Meetings
(a) European Society of Criminology Conference: This conference was held in Tübingen, Germany, from August 26-29, 2006.  Martin Killias reported that it was well attended and seen as an overall success.

12. Upcoming Meetings
(a) Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology: This meeting will be held in Los Angeles, from November 1-4, 2006.  David Wilson has organized two CCJG panels as part of a mini-conference that will be held on the morning of November 1.  It was also noted that the Academy of Experimental Criminology is holding a special panel in the afternoon of November 1.

(b) Seventh Annual Jerry Lee Crime Prevention Symposium: The symposium will take place at the University of Maryland at College Park and on Capitol Hill (in Washington, DC), from April 23-24, 2007.  A final program will be distributed shortly.

(c) Stockholm Prize in Criminology Symposium: The symposium will be held in Stockholm, Sweden, from June 4-6, 2007.  Terrie Moffitt (University of London) and Alfred Blumstein (Carnegie Mellon University) are joint recipients of the 2007 Stockholm Prize.

(d) Campbell Collaboration Colloquium: The colloquium will take place in London, from May 14-16, 2007.

(e) European Society of Criminology Conference: The conference will be held in Bologna, Italy, from September 26-29, 2007.  Martin Killias will explore the possibility of setting up a special plenary to highlight the work of the CCJG, with a special emphasis on experimental criminology.

13. Publications

(a) Springer Book Series: Welmoed Spahr expressed her great pleasure that Springer will be hosting a book series to publish systematic reviews on crime and justice topics.  Peter Grabosky and Lawrence Sherman will serve as the series editors.  The title of the series will be “Evidence-Based Crime Prevention Series.”  It was also noted that all of the books would be published in both print and electronic formats.  Springer was also interested in publishing an Annual Review.

The matter of open access to the books published in this series along with the Journal of Experimental Criminology was briefly discussed.  Members agreed to the proposal that David Weisburd and Welmoed Spahr meet to discuss this matter in more detail and report back to the Committee at the next CCJG meeting.

(b) Journal of Experimental Criminology: David Weisburd updated members on the Journal’s progress.  The Journal has proved to be tremendously successful in its first two years.  The most critical issues facing the Journal at present include the growing awareness among researchers and libraries and its acceptance into the Social Science Citation Index.  Welmoed Spahr noted that Lawrence Sherman’s Joan McCord Award lecture that will be published in the Journal will be made available free of charge in electronic format.

The journal is affiliated with the Academy of Experimental Criminology.  The AEC is a membership organization, with membership (US$60) offering a subscription to the journal and an occasional newsletter.

(c) Psicothema: David Farrington informed Committee members about two special issues of this well known Spanish-language psychology journal that he, Vicente Garrido, and Brandon Welsh are preparing (one was just published) on effective criminological interventions, focusing on systematic reviews and the work of the CCJG.


(d) The Criminologist: David Farrington and David Weisburd were invited to write an article for this American Society of Criminology newsletter on the work of the CCJG.

14. CCJG Website


Peter Grabosky updated Committee members on his and Charlotte Gill’s analysis of the limitations of the current CCJG website, which is under the control of AIR.  A number of suggestions were made to improve the accessibility and functionality of the website, including the need for a search engine (to allow one to locate and link to material by author or subject), redesign of the menu (to identify those reviews that are published and accessible), and the need to include a title registration form for prospective authors.  The Committee thanked Peter Grabosky, Jerry Lee, and Charlotte Gill for their continued work to improve the website.

15. Evolution of the CCJG Steering Committee
Martin Killias proposed that an email exchange take place among Committee members to discuss potential new members.

16. Next Meeting
The next meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee, which will coincide with the Stockholm Prize in Criminology Symposium, will be held on Sunday, June 3, 2007, in Stockholm, Sweden.  The dinner will also be on Sunday, June 3.  Information on the meeting, dinner, and local accommodations will be sent to Committee members.

Martin Killias proposed that the CCJG hold its Spring 2008 meeting in Switzerland.  He agreed to investigate funding opportunities for this meeting with the Swiss National Research Council.
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