Minutes of the Thirteenth Meeting of the

Campbell Crime and Justice Group Steering Committee

Stockholm, Sweden, June 18, 2006

In attendance:

Steering Committee

Ulla Bondeson, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

David Farrington, Cambridge University, UK (Co-Chair)

Peter Grabosky, Australian National University, Australia

Jerry Lee, Jerry Lee Foundation, USA

Friedrich Lösel, Cambridge University, UK

Jacqueline Mallender, Matrix Research and Consulting, UK

Jonathan Shepherd, University of Wales College of Medicine, UK

Lawrence Sherman, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Hiroshi Tsutomi, University of Shizuoka, Japan

David Weisburd, Hebrew University, Israel (Co-Chair)

David Wilson, George Mason University, USA (Editor-in-Chief)

Invited Guests
Jan Andersson, National Council for Crime Prevention, Sweden

Charlotte Gill, University of Pennsylvania, USA (Coordinator/Managing Editor)

Brandon Welsh, University of Massachusetts Lowell, USA (Reporter)

1. Welcome and Introductions
David Farrington welcomed everyone to the thirteenth meeting of the Campbell Crime and Justice Group (CCJG) Steering Committee.  Committee members Vicente Garrido (University of Valencia, Spain), Martin Killias (University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Peter van der Laan (NSCR, The Netherlands), Chuen-Jim Sheu (National Central Police University, Taiwan), and Richard Tremblay (University of Montreal, Canada) sent their regrets on not being able to attend the meeting.

The Committee welcomed Jan Andersson, Director General of Sweden’s National Council for Crime Prevention, and thanked him for hosting the meeting at the Council’s office.  The Committee also thanked Michael Schlossman for his work as Coordinator and welcomed Charlotte Gill as the new Coordinator and Managing Editor of the CCJG.

Friedrich Lösel was congratulated on winning the inaugural Stockholm Prize in Criminology.  Jan Andersson was thanked for his and his staff’s excellent organization of the Stockholm Criminology Symposium and the Stockholm Prize in Criminology.  The Committee also congratulated Lawrence Sherman on winning the Academy of Experimental Criminology’s (AEC) Joan McCord award and Peter Grabosky on winning the American Society of Criminology’s (ASC) Sellin-Glueck award.

2. Minutes from the Last Meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee on November 15, 2005, in Toronto, Canada, were adopted.

3. CCJG Website

Peter Grabosky informed Committee members about the current state of the CCJG website.  It was agreed that the website is not user-friendly and could benefit from some modifications.  Many Committee members expressed their frustrations with the website.  Peter Grabosky suggested that the website be modeled after the progress report on CCJG titles that was prepared by Charlotte Gill for today’s meeting.  Peter Grabosky agreed to take the lead in providing advice on the redesign of the website and Jerry Lee offered to make available one of his staff to aid in technical matters.

4.  Progress Report on Current CCJG Titles
David Wilson reported on the status of CCJG titles through June 2006.  (Committee members received a handout titled “Progress Report for CCJG Steering Group Meeting.”)  The key points about the progress of CCJG titles include:

· 4 reviews have been published.

· 4 reviews are being revised with external critiques completed.

· 1 review is awaiting completion of external critique.

· 2 reviews are seeking external readers.

· 5 reviews are being revised before seeking external readers.

· 4 reviews are in progress, but no protocol has been submitted.

· 4 protocols have been approved, but the review has not been submitted.

· 2 protocols are being revised with external critiques completed.

· 5 protocols are being revised before seeking external readers.

· 10 review titles have been approved, but the protocols have not yet been received.

Discussion ensued on matters pertaining to the CCJG title portfolio.  It was noted that there is a Campbell Collaboration rule that states that reviews must have multiple authors.  This is for the purpose of verification of the coding procedures or inter-rater reliability.  Charlotte Gill, with the aid of David Wilson, will conduct a reliability test for the hot spots policing review by Anthony Braga of Harvard University.

Critical comments by Jane Dennis on Cynthia Lum’s review were discussed.  It was agreed that input from an information retrieval scientist or specialist reference librarian was needed.  It was agreed to invite Phyllis Schultze of Rutgers University as a guest to the next Steering Committee meeting.

5. Expediting the Refereeing Process
David Weisburd suggested and it was agreed by the Committee that action letters be sent to those authors of incomplete reviews to find out what is needed to complete the reviews and when the completed reviews can be expected.  David Wilson and Charlotte Gill will write these letters.  Further to this, David Farrington suggested and it was agreed by the Committee that the following deadlines be set for the completion of different stages of the refereeing process: 2 weeks for a title; 3 weeks for a protocol; and 4 weeks for a review.

Jerry Lee renewed his support for the completion of 30 review titles.  This number of completed reviews is needed to provide policy-makers and other consumers with the most rigorous and up-to-date evidence on a wide range of criminological interventions.

6. Consideration of New Titles
Committee members agreed to take up the consideration of new titles at the next meeting in Los Angeles.

7. Funding
David Farrington opened by thanking all of the funders for their financial support of the CCJG.

(a) US National Institute of Justice (NIJ): David Weisburd mentioned that NIJ has expressed interest in continuing its support of the CCJG.  David Weisburd will follow-up with Thomas Feucht of NIJ.

(b) UK Home Office and NIJ: Jacqueline Mallender informed Committee members that her organization has received funding from the Home Office and NIJ to hold a workshop on cost-benefit analyses of criminological interventions that will be held in Washington, DC.

(c) UK National Policing Improvement Agency: David Farrington informed Committee members that discussions about funding will continue with the National Policing Improvement Agency, which will become operational in April 2007.


(d) Discussions with other funding agencies: Jan Andersson informed Committee members that Sweden’s National Council for Crime Prevention has the ability to co-finance projects so long as they contribute to the Council’s core areas of activities.  Hot spots policing, CCTV, and improved street lighting are three areas that the Council has some interest in at present.  Jan also mentioned that the European Union Crime Prevention Network (EUCPN) has funds available that may be relevant to the work of the CCJG.  Jerry Lee suggested that Jan be sent the list of CCJG topics originally produced by Joan McCord.

8. Office of Community-Oriented Policing Services
David Weisburd informed Committee members that the US Office of Community-Oriented Policing Services, also known as COPS, has expressed an interest in preparing “research in briefs” (RIBS) on CCJG reviews.  David Weisburd will report back to members on the results of a forthcoming meeting with COPS officials.

9. C2 Steering Committee Discussions
David Weisburd and David Wilson informed Committee members about a number of items arising from the recent meeting of the C2 Steering Committee.  Key items included: C2 establishing a journal and seeking a publisher; copyright issues for systematic reviews; the structure of C2 at the American Institutes for Research (AIR); the hiring of a coordinator for C2; and C2 Steering Group reorganization.

The matter of CCJG representation to the C2 Steering Committee was discussed.  The Committee agreed that both David Weisburd and David Wilson should continue to serve as CCJG representatives to the C2 Steering Committee.

10. Report on Recent Meetings
(a) Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology: The meeting was held in Toronto, Canada, from November 16 to 19, 2005.  The AEC organized a special panel during the meeting.

(b) Third World Conference on School Violence: The conference was held in Bordeaux, France, from January 12-14, 2006.  Catherine Blaya was the lead organizer of the conference.

(c) Campbell Collaboration Colloquium: The colloquium was held in Los Angeles, from February 22-24, 2006.  David Wilson served as the lead organizer of the scientific program.  David Olds of the University of Colorado at Denver delivered the Jerry Lee lecture.

(d) Sixth Annual Jerry Lee Crime Prevention Symposium: The symposium took place at the University of Maryland at College Park and on Capitol Hill (in Washington, DC), from May 1-2, 2006.  The symposium’s theme was “Developing Effective Crime Prevention Policies: Evidence and Controversies.”  David Weisburd thanked Jerry Lee for his continued funding of this important event.  Papers presented at the symposium will be considered for publication in the Journal of Experimental Criminology.

(e) Stockholm Prize in Criminology Symposium: The symposium took place in Stockholm, Sweden, from June 15-17, 2006, and was organized by the Jerry Lee Center of Criminology at the University of Pennsylvania and the International Society of Criminology.  

Friedrich Lösel and John Braithwaite (Australian National University) were awarded the first Stockholm Prize in Criminology.

11. Upcoming Meetings
(a) European Society of Criminology Conference: This conference will take place in Tübingen, Germany, from August 26-29, 2006.

(b) Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology: This meeting will be held in Los Angeles, from November 1-4, 2006.  David Wilson has organized two CCJG panels as part of a mini-conference that will be held on the morning of Wednesday, November 1.  The Committee thanked David Wilson for organizing this event.

Lawrence Sherman informed Committee members that the AEC would be holding a special panel in the afternoon of Wednesday, November 1.

The Committee agreed that a brochure be produced and distributed to all those attending the ASC meeting for the purpose of advertising the CCJG, the AEC, and the next Stockholm Criminology Symposium.

(c) Seventh Annual Jerry Lee Crime Prevention Symposium: As in years past, the symposium will take place at the University of Maryland at College Park and on Capitol Hill (in Washington, DC) and will be held sometime in May 2007.

(d) Stockholm Prize in Criminology Symposium: The symposium will be held in Stockholm, Sweden, sometime in June 2007.

(e) Campbell Collaboration Colloquium: The colloquium will take place in London in February 2007.  Jacqueline Mallender asked Committee members to submit topics to her for panels at this event.

12. Publications


(a) Journal of Experimental Criminology: The journal Editor-in-Chief is David Weisburd, and David Wilson is one of the associate editors. The journal is affiliated with the AEC.  It is a membership organization, with membership (US$60) offering a subscription to the journal and an occasional newsletter.


(b) Preventing Crime: What Works for Children, Offenders, Victims, and Places: The book was published by Springer in November 2006.  It is edited by Brandon Welsh and David Farrington and reports on 13 systematic reviews that are being prepared or have been completed for the CCJG.  Jerry Lee generously purchased 200 copies of the book, which were distributed at the ASC meeting in Toronto and to policymakers across the world.


(c) Psicothema: David Farrington informed Committee members about two special issues of this well known Spanish-language psychology journal that he, Vicente Garrido, and Brandon Welsh are preparing on effective criminological interventions, focusing on systematic reviews and the work of the CCJG.

13. Evolution of the CCJG Steering Committee

The Committee agreed to discuss this item at the next meeting.  It was suggested that Christian Pfeiffer might be invited to join the Steering Committee.  If Catherine Blaya leaves permanently, we will need a francophone replacement.

14. Other Business
Jonathan Shepherd informed Committee members about the development of the Cardiff University Police Science Institute and efforts to hire a director for the Institute.  Jonathan also informed Committee members about his efforts to foster the development of a UK-based clinical trials unit in the social sciences, modeled after its namesake in the medical profession.  It was suggested that it be called the crime and justice trials unit.

Lawrence Sherman and Peter Grabosky discussed their proposed book series with Springer. It was considered that it would be ideal to have the books published in both hard copy and electronic copy.  It was proposed that the series be called “Evidence-Based Crime Prevention.”

Jerry Lee informed Committee members of a new project that he and Jon Baron of the Coalition of Evidence-Based Policy are working on to facilitate the implementation of low-cost randomized controlled trials.  The plan is for these trials to cost between US$50,000 and US$400,000.

15. Next Meeting
The next meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee, which will coincide with the ASC meeting, will be held on Tuesday, October 31, 2006, in Los Angeles.  There will be a dinner on Monday, October 30, at the Jonathan Club at 6:00 p.m.  Information on the meeting, dinner, and local accommodations will be sent to Committee members.
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