Minutes of the Twelfth Meeting of the

Campbell Crime and Justice Group Steering Committee

Toronto, Canada, November 15, 2005

In attendance:

Steering Committee

Ulla Bondeson, University of Copenhagen, Denmark

David Farrington, Cambridge University, UK (Co-Chair)

Jerry Lee, Jerry Lee Foundation, USA

Friedrich Lösel, Cambridge University, UK

Jacqueline Mallender, Matrix Research and Consulting, UK

Jonathan Shepherd, University of Wales College of Medicine, UK

Lawrence Sherman, University of Pennsylvania, USA

Hiroshi Tsutomi, University of Shizuoka, Japan

Peter van der Laan, NSCR, The Netherlands

David Weisburd, Hebrew University, Israel (Co-Chair)

David Wilson, George Mason University, USA (Editor-in-Chief)

Invited Guests
Dorothy de Moya, Campbell Collaboration, Philadelphia, USA

Michael Schlossman, University of Pennsylvania, USA (Coordinator/Managing Editor)

Welmoed Spahr, Springer Publishing, The Netherlands

Brandon Welsh, University of Massachusetts Lowell, USA (Reporter)

1. Welcome and Introductions
David Farrington welcomed everyone to the twelfth meeting of the Campbell Crime and Justice Group (CCJG) Steering Committee.  Committee members Catherine Blaya (European Observatory of Violence in Schools, France), Vicente Garrido (University of Valencia, Spain), Peter Grabosky (Australian National University, Australia), Martin Killias (University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Chuen-Jim Sheu (National Central Police University, Taiwan), and Richard Tremblay (University of Montreal, Canada), as well as Thomas Feucht of the U.S. National Institute of Justice, sent their regrets on not being able to attend the meeting.  The Committee welcomed Dorothy de Moya of the Campbell Collaboration and Welmoed Spahr of Springer Publishing.

2. Minutes From the Last Meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee
The minutes of the meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee on May 20, 2005, in Paris, France, were adopted.

3.  Progress Report on Current CCJG Titles
Mike Schlossman reported on the status of CCJG titles through November 2005.  (Committee members received a handout titled “Progress Report for Toronto CCJG Steering Group.”)  It was noted that the World Congress in Philadelphia was very successful in getting a number of review titles closer to completion.  The key points about the progress of CCJG titles include:

· The CCJG has a current portfolio of 41 review titles.

· 2 reviews have been published.

· 12 reviews have been submitted and are in the refereeing stage.

· 7 protocols have been approved, but the review has yet to be submitted.

· 11 protocols have been submitted and are being refereed.

· 9 review titles have been approved, but the protocols have not yet been submitted.

4. Expediting the Refereeing Process

(a) Editor-in-Chief position: David Farrington introduced David Wilson as CCJG’s newly appointed Editor-in-Chief. This position takes the place of the Principal Advisor.  The Editor-in-Chief will be responsible for overseeing the refereeing process for systematic review titles in order to expedite the completion of titles.  It was agreed that current Principal Advisors be asked to serve in a reviewing capacity for the review titles to which they are affiliated.  This applies to Peter Grabosky (Cynthia Lum’s review) and Ulla Bondeson (Martin Killias’s review). Their work should be acknowledged.  It was further agreed that a letter be sent from the Co-Chairs to all authors and the CCJG membership to inform them of the new system.


Lawrence Sherman suggested and Committee members agreed that the proposed title of Managing Editor be changed to Editor-in-Chief, in order to reflect the importance of the position in academe. It was also suggested and agreed by Committee members that the title of Coordinator be amended to include the title of Managing Editor.

(b) American Institute of Research (AIR) funding: Dorothy de Moya updated Committee members on AIR’s financial support for the Campbell Collaboration.  AIR has allocated $500,000 to aid in administrative support for the Campbell Collaboration infrastructure and for the completion of review titles.  There is also support for coding, information retrieval, and statistical analyses.  Author stipends have been established in the range of $1,000 to $2,000.  Mike Schlossman will determine which current authors have been promised $2,000 for their reviews.  Registration fees for the upcoming Campbell Collaboration Colloquium in Los Angeles will also be waived for the presenting author of finished review titles.  Stipends are also available for reviewers of titles. It was suggested that reviewers receive $300 if the work is completed within two weeks and $200 if completed after this.  The Committee agreed that David Wilson in his capacity as Editor-in-Chief determine, with the approval of the Co-Chairs, the time frame for such stipends and other financial matters relating to AIR funding.

5. Consideration of New Titles

Committee members received a handout titled “Campbell Collaboration Title Registration Form,” which was produced by the Campbell Social Welfare Group.  It was agreed that this title registration form be adopted for use by the CCJG.  Mike Schlossman will modify it for our purposes.  On the matter of a template for protocols, Jacqueline Mallender agreed to forward her draft to David Wilson for final comments.


Discussion ensued on the consideration of new titles.  Committee members received a proposal for a new title on the effectiveness of Criminal Liaison and Diversion Services for mentally disordered offenders.  David Wilson will follow-up with the authors of this proposal to discuss, among other matters, the scope of the literature search.

Committee members also received a proposal for a new title on the effect of treatment fidelity on effect sizes on CCJG reviews.  Mike Schlossman will follow-up with the authors to inquire about their interest in submitting a formal title registration form on this topic with a more specific orientation.  Lastly, it was proposed that a systematic review be carried out on the effects of sentence length on reoffending.  David Wilson will contact Philip Cook at Duke University to inquire about his interest in pursuing this.

David Weisburd opened discussion on Campbell’s User Group, which brings together Committee members of each of Campbell’s Review Groups and those who would use the reviews. It was agreed that Jerry Lee is to serve as the CCJG representative on Campbell’s User Group.

6. Funding
David Farrington opened by thanking all of the funders for their financial support of the CCJG.

(a) US National Institute of Justice (NIJ): Lawrence Sherman thanked NIJ for its continued support of the CCJG.  Lawrence Sherman talked about NIJ’s continued interest in the CCJG.

(b) UK Home Office: Jacqueline Mallender informed Committee members about discussions with the Home Office about funding of cost-benefit analyses.

(c) UK National Centre for Policing Excellence (NCPE): David Farrington thanked the NCPE for providing funding to the CCJG.  David Farrington informed Committee members that discussions about funding will continue with the new UK National Police Improvement Agency.

(d) Discussions with other funding agencies: Jonathan Shepherd informed Committee members of his discussions with the World Health Organization (WHO).  Presently, WHO is not in a position to provide funding in the area of crime and justice.  Peter van der Laan suggested that a representative from the European Institute of Crime Prevention be invited to the next meeting of the CCJG.  Hiroshi Tsutomi informed Committee members that he has been successful in obtaining funding for the translation of CCJG reviews into Japanese.

7. Economics Information Checklist for External Reviewers


Committee members received two handouts titled “Key Questions and Issues Relevant to the C&CEMG Methodological Domain: Namely, Economic Evaluation and Systematic Review” and “Campbell & Cochrane Economics Methods Group.”  Jacqueline Mallender informed Committee members about the Campbell & Cochrane Economics Methods Group.  Recently, they hired a full-time coordinator.  They are presently focused on health outcomes, with plans to investigate social welfare, education, and crime and justice outcomes in the near future.  Committee members also received two untitled handouts, one that reports on rating scales of evaluation designs and economic analysis studies and the other a logic model for valuing intervention outcomes and enumerating costs.  It was agreed that it would be desirable to include an economic analysis study as part of each systematic review.

8. Report on Recent Meetings

(a) Campbell Collaboration Steering Group Meeting: This meeting was held in Washington, DC, in September 2005.  Dorothy de Moya informed Committee members that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss how best to expedite reviews and costs associated with facilitating this.

(b) World Congress of Criminology: The congress was held in Philadelphia from August 7-12, 2005.  Lawrence Sherman informed Committee members that the Congress was an outstanding success on many levels, including increasing awareness of the efforts of the CCJG.

(c) European Society of Criminology Conference: The conference was held in Krakow, Poland, from August 31 to September 3, 2005.  Friedrich Lösel mentioned that the sessions highlighting the work of the CCJG were informative and well attended.

(d) Conference of the Criminology Society of German-Speaking Countries: The conference was held in Nuremberg, Germany, from September 29 to October 1, 2005.  Friedrich Lösel informed Committee members that this year’s focus was on the contributions of evidence-based research to criminological policy.  The keynote speakers were Lawrence Sherman and David Farrington.  David Farrington received the Beccaria Gold Medal.

(e) Experimental Evaluations and Dutch Society Conference: This conference was held in The Hague on November 4, 2005.  Peter van der Laan updated Committee members on this conference.  David Farrington gave a keynote presentation on the importance of experiments in advancing knowledge about criminological interventions.

9. Upcoming Meetings
(a) 2005 Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology: This meeting immediately follows the CCJG meeting (also in Toronto), beginning on November 16 and ending on November 19.  Committee members were urged to attend the panel of the Academy of Experimental Criminology (AEC) on November 18.

(b) Sixth Annual Jerry Lee Crime Prevention Symposium: As in years past, this symposium will take place at the University of Maryland at College Park and on Capitol Hill (in Washington, DC).  David Weisburd informed Committee members about this symposium, which is generously funded by Jerry Lee.  The dates of the symposium are May 1-2, 2006.  The theme is “Developing effective crime prevention policies: Evidence and controversies.”  Committee members received the symposium’s program of presentations and policy discussions.  The papers will be considered for publication in the Journal of Experimental Criminology.

(c) Third World Conference on School Violence: This conference will be held in Bordeaux, France, from January 12-14, 2006.  Catherine Blaya is organizing this conference.

(d) Campbell Collaboration Colloquium: This colloquium will be held in Los Angeles, from February 22-24, 2006.  David Wilson, who is serving as the lead organizer of the scientific program of the conference, informed Committee members about this event.  David Olds will be delivering the Jerry Lee lecture.

(e) Stockholm Prize in Criminology Symposium: This symposium will take place in Stockholm, Sweden, from June 15-17, 2006, and will be organized around the award presentation of the first Stockholm Prize in Criminology.  The symposium is being organized by the University of Pennsylvania and the International Society of Criminology.  Information on the symposium can be found at “world/criminology.org”.


(f) 2006 Annual Meeting of the American Society of Criminology: This meeting will be held in Los Angeles, from November 1-4.  David Weisburd and David Wilson agreed to speak to the President of the ASC regarding the organization of CCJG panels.  Lawrence Sherman suggested and it was agreed by the Committee that greater efforts be taken to tie in the Academy of Experimental Criminology (AEC) with the CCJG panels.

10. Publications


(a) Preventing Crime: What Works for Children, Offenders, Victims, and Offenders: Published by Springer and edited by Brandon Welsh and David Farrington, this book reports on 13 systematic reviews that are being prepared or have been completed for the CCJG.  Welmoed Spahr updated the Committee on the book.  Its main aims are to: showcase the work of the CCJG; make the field of evidence-based crime prevention, including the method of systematic review, known to a much wider audience, including students, local and state policymakers, and researchers in other disciplines; and advance knowledge about what works and under what conditions for a wide range of criminological interventions for at-risk children and families, offenders, victims, and high crime areas.  Copies of the book were handed out to Committee members and invited guests.  The Committee thanked Welmoed Spahr and Springer for publishing this book in record time and Jerry Lee for purchasing 200 copies of the book to distribute to policymakers.


(b) PSICOTHEMA: David Farrington informed Committee members about two special issues of this well known Spanish-language psychology journal that he, Vicente Garrido, and Brandon Welsh are preparing on effective criminological interventions, focusing on systematic reviews and the work of the CCJG.


(c) Journal of Experimental Criminology: David Weisburd reported on the journal, which is published by Springer.  All four issues of the inaugural 2005 volume have been published.  The journal Editor-in-Chief is David Weisburd, and David Wilson is one of the associate editors. The journal is affiliated with the AEC.  It is now a membership organization, with membership (US$60) offering a subscription to the journal and an occasional newsletter.

On the matter of advertising the Campbell Collaboration as part of systematic reviews that are in progress and published in various outlets, including the Journal of Experimental Criminology, Lawrence Sherman suggested and the Committee agreed that every publication (or presentation) make mention that it is being done under the auspices of the Campbell Collaboration.  David Wilson will prepare a statement to this effect.

David Weisburd informed Committee members that David Farrington is this year’s recipient of the AEC’s Joan McCord Award and will be giving a lecture in the name of this award at the AEC session on November 18, 2005, in Toronto.  The paper will also be published in the Journal of Experimental Criminology.

11. CCJG Website

Dorothy de Moya informed Committee members about efforts that are underway to revise the Campbell Collaboration website and coordinate the various Campbell Review Groups’ websites.  It was emphasized that the Campbell Collaboration wishes there to be consistency in information, but each Group can run its own website.  Lawrence Sherman suggested and the Committee agreed that the CCJG website stay where it is for the time being while the development of a new website is underway.

12. Evolution of the Steering Committee
Dorothy de Moya informed Committee members that the Campbell Collaboration at its next meeting is to discuss rules governing Steering Committees of the Review Groups.  It was agreed that discussion of the evolution of the CCJG Steering Committee be postponed until after the meeting of the Campbell Collaboration.

13. Other Business

Hiroshi Tsutomi thanked Committee members for their contributions to the Japanese Journal of Sociological Criminology, from which he has stepped down as Editor-in-Chief.  Phil Davies has completed a short summary of Cynthia Lum’s review for policymakers.  It was agreed that such short summaries were desirable for every review.  Lastly, the CCJG brochure needs to be revised and updated.

14. Next Meeting
Lawrence Sherman proposed and the Committee agreed that the next meeting of the CCJG Steering Committee take place on Sunday, June 18, 2006, in Stockholm, Sweden.  Information on the meeting and local accommodations will be sent to Committee members and invited guests.
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