Comment

L0 e

ina

ees.elsevier.com/thelancet/
default.asp

1450

underway in leukaemia and other tumours. These
approaches, coupled with genome-wide analyses
of alterations to DNA copy number and epigenetic
phenomena, will lay bare the genome of acute lympho-
blastic leukaemia, and allow us to identify logical
pathways for therapeutic intervention in this disease.
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Education, crime and justice, and social welfare: call for papers

How can we improve our schools? How do we best
protect our community from crime? How should
we care for the homeless? As with health, there is an
abundance of questions concerning the effectiveness
of interventions and the balance between good and
harmful effects, in education, crime and justice, and
social welfare.

Together, these areas comprise much of what society is
about: creating a safe environment for children to grow
up in and encouraging learning and equal opportunities
for all, while providing safety nets for those in need. As
underlined by the Commission on Social Determinants
of Health, education, protection from crime, and social
welfare also clearly constitute the broader determinants
of health. Action is needed outside of health care to
improve life expectancy and health.*

To underpin practice and policy development in
education, crime and justice, and social welfare, and
in public health, good evidence is needed. That is the
focus of a joint conference hosted by The Campbell
Collaboration and The Lancet, in Oslo, Norway, on
May 18-19, 2009, to coincide with the annual Campbell
Collaboration colloquium.

This conference on “Better evidence for a better world”
especially welcomes contributions from low-income and

middle-income countries. To assess the effect of attempts
to improve how people are born, grow, live, work, and
age in poor countries is very important. We aim to show
how the social and medical arenas inter-relate and how
interventions often target the same individuals across
disciplines. The conference will highlight the need
for relevant and reliable evidence, and encourage the
building of a world library of systematic reviews aimed at
summarising that evidence. Hence we are interested in
both primary research and systematic reviews.

The Lancet is especially interested in publishing
research, reviews, and health-policy papers that will be
presented at the conference, but will also consider other
papers for a theme issue. Papers should be submitted
online and the covering letter should mention that the
submission is in response to this call for papers. The
closing date for submissions is Dec 15, 2008.
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