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Introduction and overview

Objective
• Is prison an effective and efficient sentencing option in the UK?
• Demonstrate the building of economic evidence onto a review. 

Overview
• Background: why are we interested in economic evidence?
• Method: data synthesis + economic model
• Findings: are prisons effective/efficient?
• Conclusions: implications for policy and caveats 
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Why bother with economic evidence?

Source: Marsh, K. et al (2008, forthcoming), What does cost-benefit analysis add to 
decision making? Journal of Experimental Criminology.
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Method

1. Rapid review + meta-analysis of effect estimates

2. Economic model (UK-specific) 
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•Estimate baseline (short-run)
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•Estimate baseline (long-run)
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•Estimate baseline (£)
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Dubourg et al (2005)
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•Estimate baseline (£)
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•Estimate change in crime (£)
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•Estimate change in crime (£)
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•Estimate change in crime (£)
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Findings
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Figure 1: Net benefit per offender to the public sector of adult sentencing 
options compared to standard prison (mean and 95% confidence intervals).
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Figure 2: Net benefit per offender to society of adult sentencing options 
compared to standard prison (mean and 95% confidence intervals). 
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Discussion

Findings (societal perspective)
• The following interventions are preferred to prison (in the UK):

• Residential drug treatment
• Surveillance + drug treatment
• Prison + educational/vocational interventions 
• Prison + drug treatment

• Prison is not preferred to any of the interventions analysed (in the UK)

Caveats
• Limited effect data from the UK: transferability + uncertain effect
• Assume no decay in effect (conclusion not sensitive to assumption)
• No deterrent effect or retribution effect
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Contact details

e: kevin.marsh@tmkg.co.uk
t: +44  (0)20 7684 5777

w: www.matrixknowledge.co.uk
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